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Editorial

Not too long ago, astronaut
John W. Young, made quite an
interesting remark concerning
UFOs. Young, who along with
fellow astronaut Charles Duke
explored the surface of the moon
on April 20-23, 1972, maintained:
“If you bet against UFOs you’d be
betting against an almost sure
thing. There are so many stars
that it’s mathematically improb-
able that there aren’t other life
sources in the universe..."”’

Young’s words bring home to
me the remarkable results of a
survey that was recently conduct-
ed by the Industrial Research/De-
velopment magazine. A poll spon-
sored by the publication brought
out that a phenomenal 61 percent
of top scientists interviewed now
believe in UFOs—and more than
half want the government to fund
investigation into them. Re-
search/Development circulates
exclusively to scientists in govern-
ment, industry and universities.

The poll also brought out other
interesting statistics I'd like to
share with you. For instance,
eight percent of these scientists
are convinced that they had seen
UFOs themselves.

Said Bob Jones, the magazine’s
editor, ‘“We tend to think of
scientists as being skeptical, but ‘I
think this poll disproves that.
Intelligent scientists are now ac-
cepting the probability that UFOs
do exist.”’

As a statistical afterthought, of
the 1,200 scientists who took part
in the survey, 92 percent had
earned at least a masters degree
or higher.

A similar poll was run in 1971,
and editor Jones brought out, ‘‘It
seemed like a good idea to see
how attitudes toward UFOs had
changed since then.’’ Since the
last poll, nine years ago, there has
emerged a seven percent jump in
scientists who have come to claim
the possibility factor.

As it stands, more and more
men of science are becoming
convinced of the existence of
interstellar craft—the , pheno-
menon we have come’ to know as
unidentified flying objects, or
UFOs.

Although more persons are
reporting their UFO sightings or
getting involved in the subject of
UFOlogy, there are still a handful
of skeptics who seem to be

Astronaut John Young

unmoved by the myriad of landing
trace cases.

Said nuclear physicist Stanton
T. Friedman: ‘‘After 21 years of
study and investigation, I am
convinced that the evidence is
overwhelming that planet Earth is
being visited by intelligently con-
trolled extraterrestrial spacecraft.

Friedman maintained that more
than 1,100 (landing trace) cases
from 57 countries are on file
today.

Yes, everyone it seems, even
the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, for decades, has been keep-
ing extensive records of sightings
and other UFO related material.
Some of that ‘‘other material,’’ it
has been learned, was earmarked
top secret, but now it seems is
open to public scrutiny thanks to
the Freedom of Information Act
(F80IA). In fact, some 1500 pages
of FBI documents concerning
UFOs are now in the hands of
Cleveland UFOlogy  Project
(CUP). It just goes to show that
even the FBI, for years, has
believed in, and strictly moni-
tored, UFO activities.

In general, the facts and statis-
tics are quite interesting as well as
illuminating, speculating on a
rather fascinating detail: Since
January 7, 1948, when a few
minutes past one in the afternoon,
a circular, 300-foot diameter UFO
moving westward ‘‘at a pretty
good clip’”” was spotted over
Louisville, Kentucky, until the
present day, the fact that they are
here is beyond a reasonable
doubt. The only puzzle yet to solve
is just where do they come from.
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Reader Feedback

Dear Editor:

Believe me, I'm tickled pink
that you ran the photo of astronaut
Gordon Cooper along with the
banner headline, ‘‘I believe in
extraterrestrial life because I saw
a spacecraft...”’ in your winter
issue.

Cooper, in this well document-
ed interview, was referring to a
sighting made in the 1950s while
he flew F-84 jets over Germany for
the U.S. Air Force.

Now' 51, a retired Air Force
Colonel, and the pilot of the MA-9
(Mercury-Atlas) spacecraft which
evaluated the effects of man is
space in April of 1963, Cooper
believes that extraterrestrial be-
ings are sending their space
vehicles to earth on special mis-
sions.

Perhaps now, with the publica-
tion of this interview, all of the
hard-nosed non-believers who
think we are all alone in the vast
scheme of the universe will finally
get their noses rubbed in the dirt.

John H. Bennett
4143 Banner Avenue
Beaver Dam, WI

Dear Editor:

Many thanks for your number 5
issue of UFO Update. Your fine
article, ‘‘Crater Lake’s Elusive
UFO,”’ opened my eyes. I'm an
insurance executive and all year
long my butt is behind a desk. For
three weeks out of the year, I
leave my stuffy office, grab my
fishing tackle and head for the
briny. I’ve fished in waters from
New York State to the Gulf of
Mexico. As a matter of fact, for
my next vacation, I'm planning to
drive out to Clackamas County
and do some fishing on Crater
Lake.

However, thanks to author Nick
Alcali, and his article, I'll be
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heading elsewhere for my deep
water fishing.

It’s not that I’'m what you would
call ‘‘chicken,’’ but my vacation
plans certainly do not -include
running into what Jack Morgan
and Monroe Dickson ran into on
that lake; namely, an interstellar
craft. Again, thanks for changing
my plans for me.

Stephen Shawler
Bennington, VT

Dear Editor:

What in hell is going on. You
hear and read so many accounts of
things, you just don’t know what
to believe anymore. I'm referring
to ‘‘Space Aliens Have Taken My
Son,”’ which appeared in your
Summer, 1979 issue.

Your Australian Editor, Law-
rence McBridge, scooped other
Australian and American news-
papers and radio stations with the
account, but nevertheless other
media picked up on his story of
the young man who disappeared
while flying his single engine
Cessna 182 to King Island some
130 miles south of Melbourne,
Australia.

After all the publicity someone
told me the whole thing was a
hoax, that there was no Cessna at
all, no lost radio contact—in fact,
no story at all. Can you straighten
me out on this, please?

Henry Myninski
Benton, Arkansas
—Editor’s Note:

Yes, we'’ve heard the same
rumors. But we’ve also heard
other quite interesting reports.
For one, accounts of UFO activity
in the area have been brought to
the attention of this publication by
a variety of sources. On the night
of the assumed disappearance of
the pilot, Frederick Valentich,
sightings have come from Sydney,

Port Jackson, New South Wales
and Victoria—all verifying four
bright lights—the same phen-
omena reported by the pilot.

So far, it’s still official that an
aircraft did vanish as reported.

Dear Editor:

I enjoy your fine magazine,
UFO Update. It beats out all of the
other supposed UFO magazines
on the stand, and the information
I gather from amongst vyour
knowledgeable pages is indeed
enlightening.

I especially enjoyed your Win-
ter issue, Number 5, 1980. I en-
joyed reading about the film shot
from a four-engine Argosy turbo-
prop on the early morning of last
December 31, and how scientists
are proving the authenticity that
what they photographed is indeed
a UFO.

The sighting, over New Zea-
land, was filmed from the aircraft
by an Australian television crew,
and according to Professor J.
Allyn Hynek, ‘‘This is a genuine,
bona fide, 100 percent unidenti-
fied flying object that can’t be
explained by anything else.”’

Although you ran the story, the
quote I have just mentioned is
from other sources. A panel of top
scientists which include experts
assigned to the U.S. Navy and
other government agencies, agree
with Hynek. They have ruled out
all explainations for the sightings,
even the possibility of a hoax.

As you well know, Hynek,
dirctor of the Center for UFO
Studies in Evanston, Illinois,
brought out, ‘“We have here a
case of combined radar observa-
tions, visual observations from a
total of six people and of course,
movies.

Jack Acuff, president of the
National Investigations Commit-




tee onAerial Phenomena (NICAP)
said the computer analysis of the
film showed the UFO actually
changed its shape and emitted
different colored lights from its
bright bottom half and dimmer
top half.

I especially enjoyed reading
Acuff’s quote of the entire matter:
‘“‘All we can say about this film is
that it is what we call a UFO. It is
the only film in over 20 years that
NICAP has been willing to say,
‘yes, this is a UFO without any
doubt.’ ”’

Emil Bordon
Athens, Ohio

Dear Editor:

Is it true that a crippled
spacecraft from another planet is
circling earth?

According to Professor Sergei
Petrovich Bozhich, top astro-
physicist who lectures at Moscow
University, not only is a damaged
alien spacecraft in orbit around
our planet, but that dead human-
oids might still be onboard.

According to my sources, the
Soviets first spotted the space
wreck some 1,240 miles above
earth in the early 1960s. But only
now—after years of study have
absolutely convinced them it is
alien, broken into ten pieces by an
internal explosion— with the two
largest sections measuring about
100 feet in diameter.

Henry Zeeland
Anchorage, Alaska

—Editor’s Note:

We’ve héard the same bit of
information, and the fact that
some years ago, Russian scien-
tists have absolutely ruled out that
a meteor orbiting our atmosphere
might have caused the fragments.
In fact, according to National
Radio Astronomy Observatory as-

ronomer, Dr. Lee Rickard, ‘‘Me-
teors in earth orbit are a million to
one shot. The Astronomer also
said that meteors can not explode
spontaneously from within.

Dear Editor:

I have several of your UFO
UPDATE issues and I must say
that I am very impressed and
pleased with your fine publica-
tion. I would like to invite your
readers to join our UFO research
organization. We are CICAP (The
Central Investigative Committee
of Aerial Phenomena. We are
dedicated towards the research
and investigation of the UFO
problem that is sweeping the
globe and reported with a tongue
in cheek manner by the news
media. We are working to become
a national network of UFO re-
searchers, investigators and staff
writers and photographers and
most of all, members.

For information, please have
your readers write to CICAP, Post
Office Box 321, Green Cove
Springs, Florida 32043

Dear Editor:

I am not sure to whom this
letter is to go, but I figure if we
told you our story— which is
true— you might publish it— and
then maybe you could help us.

I was delighted when a good
friend- of mine came down from
Chopin, La., to visit me last
summer. My husband and I were
heading towards Byron to visit his
Mom there. My friend Dian was
going with us at the time.

On the way up to Byron, CA, on
the road just shortly after we came
off the Middle River Bridge, we
had seen a dimly lit egg-shaped
object in the sky. It was at night

continued on page 46
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—MONROE, WISCONSIN
More than two dozen telephone
calls lit up the Green County
Sheriff’s Department last April 26.
Area residents were reporting an
assortment of lights wandering
aimlessly across the sky.

Most of those who called said
that between 7:30 and 8:00 PM, 12
to 18 ‘‘little lights lit up the sky for
a radius of two miles, blipping on
‘and off.”’

Callers were referred to the
Midwest UFO Education Center in

L3

Appleton. Some witnesses said the
lights were similar to aircraft
lights, the agency reported.
Lenore Heiman, who took the
reports, said: ‘‘Most of the callers
described the objects as ‘little
white lights’. But one Monroe man

reported that a large, orange,
oval-shaped object had passed
right over his house.’’ Ms. Heiman
said that the man told her the
object made no noise as it went By.

During the time of the sighting,
radar operators in Madison report-
ed spotting two ‘‘blips’’ on their
screens, and could see no evidence
of other activity over the Green
County vicinity.

—MONROE, NORTH CAROLINA

Union County building inspector
Steve Morton was returning from a
basketball game at Western Union
Elementary School when he saw a
UFO near the Corinth Church
Road.

Together with his family, Mor-
ton specified, ‘‘It was hovering 200
feet above the road. There were
several bright lights on ene end,
and a red light on top of it and a red
light at the other end.”’

The oval-shaped UFO moved
away from the Morton vehicle
when he tried to approach it.

According to local UFO investi-
gators Wayne LaPorte and Henry
Morton (no relation to Steve
Morton), two other groups of
county residents also reported
seeing UFOs that night. The Steve
Morton sighting is part of 23
reported sightings in the area
during the two-week period be-
tween March 3-17 —a record,
according to LaPorte, an industrial
engineer and UFO investigator for
three years.

—PIXLEY, CALIFORNIA

A cluster of pulsating, multi-
colored lights climbing at about
300 miles per hour, played havoc
with the senses of half-a-dozen
motorists last February 12.

One local resident, Steve Jenn-
ings, was just leaving his home
when he observed the object in the
overcast sky just before sunset.

The UFO was over Park Avenue,
next to El Serape, in the general
direction of Pixley Park, hovering
at about 1,000 feet.

A private pilot himself, Jenn-
ings was quick to notice the
absence of commercial aircraft due
to the inclement weather. He also
noted that the object moved in a
southeasterly direction, climbing

steadily.

Minutes after the sighting,
Jennings spotted a second object
on the west side of the freeway,
tilted at a 20-30 degree angle.

Another Pixley resident, Vickie
Merritt, driving with a friend, also
spotted an object hovering over the
park. ‘It was a really bright
light,”’ she said, ‘‘It stayed over
the park area about 30 minutes.

—ENID, OKLAHOMA

A flashing blue light illuminat-
ing the roadway like a rocket over a
battlefield lit up the highway
between North Ridge and Curtis
last July 14, causing Oklahoma
motorists to veer off the road.

Visible for more than 45 minutes
over Highway 83, the light played
not more than ten feet over the
tops of autos from 10 PM until 4:30
AM. It then rose straight up and
disappeared into the darkened
early morning sky.

Although authorities with the
Federal Aviation Administration
maintain the phenomenon might
have been a reflection or jet
fighter, a check with Vance Air
Force Base revealed that no
aircraft had been flying between
the hours of 8 PM and 7 AM.

—PENSACOLA, FLORIDA

An unidentified object over the
Correy Field Shopping Center last
July 14 sent four boys scurrying for
home.

John Alderton and his cousin,
Terry, both 11, were shooting
basketball behind the Warrington
Middle School with their friends
James Stevenson 12, and his
brother Robbie, 10. The boys saw
something bigger than a plane
with six red lights hovering near
the ground.
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Although the Federal Aviaticn
Administration and the Naval Air
Station said they received no
reports of UFO activity in the
Pensacola area on the 14th, local
police did receive telephone calls
of a cigar-shaped UFO hovering
over School Avenue, North Pensa-
cola.

The callers—15 in all—reported
a “‘huge airplane with no wings
and six flashing red lights hover-
ing over the Pensacola and North
Pensacola areas.

—BELGREEN, ALABAMA

A series of weirdly glowing
lights in the sky moving at
incredible speeds were sighted
last May 4 over Bear Creek Dam
near Horseshoe Bend.

One of the objects, flashing
red and green, circled high as two
others flew below it in alternating
directions. Then the two lower
objects went straight at each
other, stopping abruptly and hung
motionless for thirty seconds.

Those who saw the ‘‘aerial
circus’’ said the lights coming
from the UFOs were so bright that
one could not look up at the sky for
too long.

Said one witness, ‘‘We watched
one of the objects stay in the same
position for so long we began to
think it was a star, and then
suddenly it moved, remaining
motionless for some four or five
minutes.”’

Witnessed by two dozen Bel-
green residents, the sightings
took place at 7:00 PM and lasted
for three-quarters of an hour. All
agreed that the entire spectacle
was in silence, not even a buzzing
or humming was heard from the
celestial crafts which, before van-
ishing straight up in a burst of
speed, joined together to form a

bright green light pattern.

Officials at nearby Columbus
Air Force Base said they had no
aircraft operating in the area.

At 8:45 AM, one hour after the
UFOs vanished over Belgreen,
Franklin County police reported
receiving dozens of reports of
bright lights in the sky over their
county. Later that day further
reports came in from Hamilton,
several miles away.

—TORONTO, CANADA

‘Three bright arrow-shaped ob-
jects flying in military formation
were seen over Coquette Road,
Downsview, early last June.

It was late and Dino Cimini said
he and five friends were talking
outside his house.

*‘I suddenly looked up and saw
them. One minute they were next
to each other, in a tight formation
pattern, and the next minute they
were ‘all in one’ —like one larger
object.”’

‘‘A strange bright color, they
moved noiselessly and very fast.
They weren’t military aircraft
because I live near a base and I’ve
seen them fly.

““‘All of us just looked at each
other afterwards but none of us
reported it, thinking people would
think we are fools. I believe some
planet is keeping an eye on us...”’

—BRADFORD, PENNSYLVANIA

When area teenagers recently
saw two unidentified flying ob-
jects about 150 feet above the 1
ground and about 100 feet apart,
they reported to the Pennsylvania
Center for UFO Study.

Joan Jeffers an area observer
for the Center, said Gregory
Elliott, 19, and a 16-year-old
companion, both of Port Allegany,

were driving home from Olean,
New York, about three miles north
of Eldred when they saw two
bright red lights flying over the
roadway in front of them.

The lights, they reported, were
traveling at about the same speed
and direction as the car —50 miles
per hour. In the course of follow-
ing the object, the pair reported
that 10 deer ran across the road as
though they were being chased.

Elliott, Ms Jeffers said, stopped
the car ‘and both climbed from
the vehicle, running into a nearby
house. The UFO, they told the
owner, appeared to land about 100
yards from the house behind a
cluster of trees.

‘‘Lights seemed to flash across

the front of it while it was either
low or on the ground, and it
appeared to be a round object with
a top shaped like a dome,’’ Elliott
said.

The travelers said another ob-
ject had joined the first on a
hilltop nearby. The second one
was bright gold and triangular
shaped, about half the size of the
moon. Although they were fright-

Continued on page 50
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She could hardly believe her eyes! A shadowy

man-shaped figure materialized in the corner
of her bedroom. As the being stepped
forward, she could see that it was

something fascinating and far from human.

A Personal Encounter:

THE BEGINNI

OF A NIGHT

BY RALPH E. VAUGHAN

July 9, 1973: My brother, Jim,
witnessed a bright, white, star-
looking UFO doing maneuvers
over Fox Lake.”’

This is a very common UFO
sighting. There is nothing particu-
larly unusual in seeing this type of
UFO. For most people, this would
have been the end of the matter.
For Nancy Handyside and her
sister Jo Ann Silvis it was just the
beginning of a nightmare.

In the words of veteran paranor-
mal researcher John A. Keel, the
phenomenon ‘‘zeroed’’ in on them
and their families.

For the next few years Nancy
kept a concise diary of the
strange events that occurred.

Nancy and Jo live in Illinois,
north of Chicago. Both of them are
mature, level-headed women who
are not about to let their imagina-
tions run away with them. Before
they became personally involved
in UFOs, all they knew was what
they had read in the newspapers.

Just two days after their first
encounter, Jo and her mother

were out shopping when they

noticed a bright orange light |

following them. Jo called Nancy
who lived in another town, and
told her what they were seeing.
Nancy later stepped out of her
house and saw a bright orange
light come up over the trees,
across from her house, and dis-
appear into the north.

‘““How did it know she called
me? Nancy wrote in her diary.
““‘Or where to come?’’

The rest of the month and the
first part of July was filled with
minor UFO sightings of all types.
Most of them oceurred near lakes
and over power stations. Nancy
noted that at the time, there were
also ‘‘unusual animal disturb-
ances during the sightings.’’

These brief contacts were just a
prelude for the big show which
occurred on August 8, 1973.
Nancy records:

‘‘Aug. 8: The one over the lake
appeared after 9:30 p.m. I watch-
ed it for a minute, and it gave a
burst of red and totally disap-

peared. A few seconds later it
came back on. I ran in, got a
flashlight and signaled it with
three flashes. It returned three
blackouts. The clouds started
coming in and I saw it no more.
‘2:30 a.m. I awoke with a
strong impulse to go to the
window facing east. I_fought the
impulse. My hair stood on end like
I had electricity and a sound like
buzzing bees made me very sick. I
gave in and went to the window.
‘‘Eight star-looking UFOs had
formed in a circle and it (the
circle) was filled with other UFOs.
There must have been at least 15
stars. Under the circle, there was
a bright orange one that would
rush up and get as big as a
basketball and then go back to the
circle and then rush up again. At
the time, I thought the orange one
was just excited about the show
they were putting on for me.”’
Nancy was right. They were
putting on a show for her. It was
like a small demonstration of what
they could do. They were letting
Continued on next page
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her know that she and others
around her had been chosen as
subjects for harassment.

One of Nancy’s daughters also
had a visitor which could only be
perceived as a ‘‘shadow’’. Her
mother saw flashing lights which
seemed to produce an air-cushion
effect. They even began receiving
‘‘gpirit knocking’’ at this time.

Jo had a close encounter with a
UFO at a distance of 25 feet and

tried to take a picture of it. The |

photos failed to develop, although
there was nothing physically
wrong with the camera or the film.
, Other strange things began to
happen. Jo’s Bible opened by
itself and a light from nowhere
highlighted certain passages. The
knockings and rappings became
almost intolerable. Nancy saw a
pillar of yellow fog come to her
window and then go through the
field, leaving a trail of mashed
and broken weeds.

On October 11, Bert, Nancy’s
husband, was startled and dis-
turbed by a series of heavy
knockings around the house. He
discovered nothing which could
have caused them, when he
checked the area.

Things started disappearing
around the house and reappearing
in places where they had no
business being. A cross accidently
left at school, mysteriously turned
up on a window still inside their
home. At their mother’s home,
the thermostat was pushed up to
80 degrees no matter how many
times it was set back.

On November 17, Nancy saw a
shadow standing at the foot of her
bed at about 10 PM and automat-
ically assumed it was her hus-
band. She called his name and the
shadow walked around to his side
of the bed. It walked slowly, sort
of floating and stopped close to
the bed. She then called his
name again and turned on the
light. There was nothing there.
Later, her husband told her he

UFO and occult
lore are filled
with accounts of
strange beings
who appear to
be human, yet
possess powers not
of this world.
These beings
move among us
unnoticed, passing
themselves off
as one of us.

had not come in anywhere near
that time.

The night of January 4, 1974
saw the powers of the entities
branch out, reaching deeper into
the lives of those involved.

Almost simultaneously, two
women in separate locations had
identical nightmares. Neither of
them had talked to Nancy in
years, but suddenly they were
possessed by an uncontrollable
compulsion to call her. This was
followed by a rash of strange
nightmares by several of their
friends.

When Nancy was awakened by
the sound of ‘‘buzzing bees’’ on
January 24, she immediately
became violently ill. There have
been several UFO cases where
witnesses were also physically
affected by barely audible sounds.
When Nancy heard the sound,
dogs in the area began howling.

Then came the ouija board
incident. A friend of Nancy and
Jo, Jack M., had been playing
with the instrument when he
made contact with a being calling
itself Iris. Iris told them she was a
member of the crew of the UFOs
they had been observing.

She went on to give Jack and
the others the wusual obscure
messages and called them ‘‘Chil-
dren of Special Thought.”” It is
interesting, though by no means
isolated, that supposedly scienti-
fically advanced aliens utilize the
traditionally supernatural tool as a
method of communicating.

The ouija board is not the toy it
has been marketed as for many
years. It is an instrument which
can give a voice to beings of rather
low intelligence who would other-
wise be mute. Working through
the board, unearthly forces can
influence and control the people
they come into contact with. Nancy
and Jo soon disassociated them-
selves from this activity, feeling
that it went against their very
strong Christian beliefs.

12 UFO UPDATE



Nancy and her family were
assaulted with more poltergeist
activity. Common household art-
icles continued to disappear, and
knockings and rappings became
more violent.

In middle February, Nancy‘s
daughter had a rather frightening
experience. She was awakened by
something which pulled the co-
vers down to her knees. Some-
thing pinched her toes *‘like it had
aclaw instead of a hand.‘‘ The air
in the room became icy cold. After
it left, she was so frightened that
she stayed awake the rest of the
night.

When a shadowy, man-shaped
thing invaded Nancy‘s room, Jo,
in another town, experienced
almost unbearable cold in her
room. The shadow dissolved into
nothingness and the room return-
ed to normal.

UFO and occult lore are filled
with accounts of strange beings
who appear to be human but
possess powers not common to the
rest of humanity. Their knowledge
and capabilities set them apart
from us although they move
among us with ease, passing
themselves off as one of us. At a
UFO meeting on December 12,
1974, Nancy and Jo met two of
these singular beings.

They contacted the two women
in the area they were most
susceptable—the religious frame
of reference. There was an older
one and a younger one. The older
one wore a heavy gold cross
around his neck.

From Nancy'‘s diary: ‘‘First a
demon‘s face was superimposed
over his, then it shrunk down and
glided into his spinning cross.
They had brown eyes. "
 Jo had a more complete descrip-
tion of the men. ‘‘They were small
men. They had dark hair, dark
complexions. The older one had
unusually long fingers, stubbed
on the ends, making them look as if
they had been cut off.

““They kept talking about their
powers, ‘‘Jo continued, ‘‘and
seemed to keep trying to trip us
up on our knowlege of the Bible.
We haven‘t seen them since and
frankly don‘t care to. One of them
said there were strange things
going on at the Great Lakes Naval
Station,

Just five days after this weird
encounter, Jo experienced their
most confirmed alien contact.

At about 2:30 a.m., Jo was
awakened by a moaning sound.
She got up to investigate, thinking
that something might be wrong
with her daughter. Everybody was
asleep and the house was quiet.
As she got back into bed, she
noticed many dogs in the neigh-
borhood were howling furiously.

Immediately after getting into
bed, Jo felt a weight next to her
and assumed it to be her dog. She
laid there for perhaps ten minutes
with it brushing up against her
hip. She turned over to pet him,
but instead of the dog a man was
laying there grinning up at her.

He had a large head but was
only three feet tall with skinny
arms and no hair. He had big,
round, dark eyes with no discerna-
ble white areas. He had a pointed
chin and a slit-like mouth.

Jo finally overcame her shock
and  reacted. She sat up and
shoved him away. He disappeared
before he hit the floor. Jo’s dog
had been asleep through the
entire bizarre episode and only
awakened once-the man disap-
peared.

The little man did not have any
sort of machine to help him vanish
from the room. Could it be that he
did not really teleport in the way
that our physicists tell us it can be
done? Could it have been done
solely with the power of the mind?

One of the most exciting con-
cepts in modern. physics is the
theory that there are universes
other than just the one in which
we exist. Theoretically these other

galaxys exist alongside our own
and may even physically touch at
certain points. If this is so then it
might be possible for inhabitants
of these other universes as well as
certain gifted humans, to open.
‘‘doorways’’ with just the power
of the mind. This could explain
what happened to the little man.
Having the ability to enter and
exit our universe at will, we are
then faced with the question of
whether the man was an inhabi-
tant of our universe at all. If not,
then he would not be an alien from
outer space but rather an interdi-
mensional creature.

Let our minds wander for a while
as we feel out a theory or two.
Might not these strange beings
be able to project the form of
themselves into our universe with-
out projecting their substance? In
her entry for March 13, 1975,
Nancy writes, ‘‘Mom had a room
full of shadow men last night. She
felt great fear. One real big one
was leaning over her and another
big one was pacing back and forth
with his hands clasped behind his
back and his head bowed. The rest
were normal sized.’’ ‘

Jo explained, ‘‘They are two-
dimensional like the image on a
television screen except there is
no color. They definitely interact
with us and react to the spoken
word."’

‘“The shadow men are real,”’
Nancy added. ‘‘I accidently walk-
ed into one of them one night, and
he felt like a wet tingly fog which
disappated as I walked into it."’

As the days stretched into
months there was no break in the
sinister phenomena they were
forced to endure. They smelled
odors that were sometimes as bad
as rotting garbage and sometimes
like the sulphur associated with
hell. Nancy saw a terrifying
shadow of a horned head like the
demons of the Middle Ages. Jo’s
hips and back were badly cut
when a piece of glass mysteriously

continued on page 64
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Carol Estaban, an old friend
and fellow UFO researcher, had
been so excited about this particu-
lar incident that she didn’t drive
me straight to my hotel.

Exactly one hour and fourteen
minutes after my jet touched
down at the San Juan airport,
early on the morning of June 23,
1979, I was taken directly to the
village of Cabo Rojo, situated at
the far end of the island.

Puerto Rico, for the benefit of
the arm-chair traveler, is an area
about 100 miles long and 35 miles
wide at the northeastern end of
the Caribbean Sea, with the
highest standards of living in
Latin America. It has often been
referred to as Paraiso en el
Sol— ‘‘Paradise in the Sun.**

With its abundant beaches,
lavish hotels and warm, tropical
climate, every year the roughly-
rectangular island of 3,435 square

miles, and a population of almost
3 million, attracts thousands of
vacationers from every corner of
the world.

I too was attracted to Puerto
Rico, but not for the same
reasons. I'm a UFO investigator,
and my stories and articles have
appeared in newspapers and mag-
azines worldwide for the past two
decades, and I've been called in
as technical consultant for some of
the better science fiction films,
television documentaries and gov-
ernment manuals.

Carol had explained in her
hurried cable, reiterating the facts
during the drive, that several
inhabitants of Cabo Rojo had
reported UFO sightings over a
48-hour span on the 21st and 22nd
of the month. One of the reports
even described a fantastic close
encounter.

By the time we reached Cabo

-

Rojo—65 square miles of glorious
tropical sun—I already had all of
the preliminary facts I needed,
and I was anxious to begin
investigating on my own.

In recent years, Puerto Rico has
swelled in its sightings of UFOs.
From Adjuntas and San Sebastian
in the north to Toa Baja and
Mayaguez to the south, police
switchboards have been €xtreme-
ly busy, as tourists and natives
alike reported spotting the elusive
celestial craft.

And now, Cabo Rojo seemed to
be the center of activity —the hub
of the disturbances.

I didn’t check into my hotel.
Instead, Carol and I proceeded to
the far end of the municipios
where architect Mr.Juan Nieves
Soto waited for me. Introductions
were quickly exchanged and the
three of us—Carol, Soto and
myself —went into the lounge of a
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local restaurant where we could
talk without being interrupted.

Soto wore a short-sleeved, mul-
ti-colored shirt; a fresh bandage
covered the whole of his left arm
to the elbow.

He touched the injury, lightly
running his index finger along the
length of the white bandage. ‘‘I
guess this is why you're here,’’ he
said.

I lit a cigarette. ‘‘How’d it
happen?”’

Soto bit down hard on his lower
lip, thinking deeply. ‘‘It was last
Thursday,’”’ he said, ‘‘the 21st.”’
Momentarily, he shook his head
and closed his eyes as though
reliving what seemed to him a
nightmare.

‘‘We just started construction on a
1shopping complex here,’”’ he be-
gan slowly, pointing through the
window at the maze of dug-up
earth, canvass-covered earth-mov-

Continued on next page

This photo of a UFO was supplied to us
by Jose Martinez, a graphic artist who lives
in Mayaguez. The UFO hovered over his
house for about 3 minutes, giving him
enough time to get his camera. He
managed to get several shots before

the UFO flashed out of sight.

Juan Nieves Soto was sitting in his car [foreground]
when he encountered a UFO and several
extraterrestrials. He claimed that one of the

aliens ‘‘shot’’ him with a strange weapon which
left several burns on his arm.
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IS THERE A UFO BASE IN PUERTO RICO?/continued

ing equipment and roped-off
areas. ‘‘It was sundown and my
crew had just left for the day. I
was getting ready to drive home.
Nobody else was about. I was just
putting the construction maps and
plans in the back seat of the car
when I heard this weird humming
sound. It was coming from high
above me. I looked up and I saw
this huge, disc-shaped object
descend from the evening sky —as
if from nowhere— just hovering
there.”’

I asked Soto to describe it more
fully. ‘‘It was very large,’’ he said
nervously. ‘‘Colors,”” I asked.
‘“Did you notice any colors?”’
‘““The underside emitted a pur-
plish haze,”” he said. ‘‘Was that
the omly color you saw?’’ ‘‘Yes,
except for the thing—craft—it-
self. ““What color was that?’’ “‘It
was silvery, with an almost mirror
finish.”’ ‘‘And then what happen-
ed?”’

Soto took a deep breath and
began again. ‘‘It just sort of hung
there —hovered rather. And then
suddenly this protrusion emerged
out of the bottom.”’

‘‘Protrusion?’’

‘“Yes, sort of a rod that jutted
out, spinning as it separated from
the rest of the craft.”’

‘‘Have you any idea what it
was?’’ I asked.

“It seemed like some sort of
stairway or elevator system by
which the occupants left the
craft.”’

Asked to elaborate, Soto con-
tinued: ‘‘I was stunned, and I'll
admit, scared seeing that UFO
hovering there, not knowing who,
or what, was inside.

‘‘Suddenly, when that revolving
tube-like contraption touched the
ground I saw these two creatures
come out of it, surrounded by a
smoking haze, purple in color, the
same purplish vapor that was
emitted by the underside of the
UFO earlier.

‘‘They didn’t see me—at least I
didn’t think they did. So I quickly
climbed into the car, slid behind
the wheel and turned the key in
the ignition. But the engine
wouldn’t kick over. The car just
wouldn’t start. I tried over and
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‘‘Suddenly, when
the revolving
tube-like
contraption touched
the ground I saw
these two
creatures come out
of it. They
were surrounded by
a smoking purplish
haze which seemed
to be coming out
from the bottom of
the UFO0.”

over again, but it was completely
dead.

‘‘Somehow, I imagined they
were watching every move I
was making, slowly, approaching
the car to drag me out and do God
know’s what to me. I turned, but
they weren’t even paying the
slightest bit of attention to me.
Not yet.

‘‘Still I was cautious—and curi-
ous. I quietly climbed from the
auto and from my vantage point
watched them. They were shad-
dowy creatures, tal{ and broad,
and were hunched over like giant
apes. They seemed preoccupied
with gathering samples of rocks
and dirt which they carried, each
in turn, and placed these objects
onto the elevator of their craft.

‘‘And then it happened. One of
the creatures poked the other. The
second one, much bigger than the
first, let the parcel of rocks he was
holding fall to the ground and
stood erect. They were looking in
my direction. They walked to-
wards me but didn’t approach.
They were, I'd say, maybe 20 feet
from where I stood.

‘““The alien beings wore what
seemed to be some sort of
uniforms, a sparkling sliverish
jumpsuit, and their faces were
almost human. I say almost,
because, if they were, nature
had played a grisly trick. They
closely resembled something be-
tween man and ape.

‘‘Suddenly, one of the creatures
pulled out what looked like a
weapon about the size of a
revolver, but it was like no
revolver I ever saw. I froze in my
tracks, and this weapon made no
sound but I saw a beam of light
eminating from it. Just then my
left arm burned as though being
touched by a red-hot poka stake. I
felt my knees buckle and I was
aware of hearing a humming
sound, the same.sound I'd heard
before.Just before I passed out I
saw the creatures walk towards
this protrusion and go right into it.

Then it started to rotate in a
counter-clockwise direction and
slip upward, disappearing into the
ship. The next thing, the entire
craft was airborne, disappearing
into the night sky...”’

Doctors diagnosed Soto’s wound




as ‘‘very severe first-degree burns
with a slight radiation content’’
and treated him accordingly.

Many of those with whom I'd
spoken would have instantly dis-
missed Soto’s experience as a
figment of his imagination. But I
didn’t. It’s not my job. Besides,
other witnesses Carol and I had
interviewed during the course of
the next several days corroborated
Soto’s account.

From the village of Arroyo came
reports of a sighting on the same
night. Two witnesses specified
that they were driving home
approximately around midnight
when they heard a strange hum-
ming sound. Just at that moment
their car slowed to a halt. ‘‘It was
as though the gasoline had run
out,”” said Carlos Rivera, an
Arroyo accountant. ‘‘But the tank
was filled, having been gassed up
just an hour before. The battery
was checked and the car’s parts
were in perfect order. Except for
this.”’

Mr. Rivera, along with fellow
accountant Ricardo Sanchez, pull-
ed their steadily-slowing vehi-
cle to a halt along the road leading
into the 15 square-mile land area
of the small village of Arroyo
(population 13,000) and looked up
to determine where the humming
sound was coming from.

‘‘ Suddenly,’”’ said Rivera, 37,
‘‘we spotted a gigantic silver-
colored, disc-shaped object and it
was hovering about 50 feet in the
air. ‘‘It seemed as though who-
ever, or whatever, was inside
must have been uncertain whether
to land the strange looking craft.’’

Asked how he arrived at this
conclusion, Rivera said, ‘‘we saw
a revolving tube emerge from the
underside of the UFO and pro-
trude out five or six feet. The craft
stayed there, with the tube stick-
ing out for maybe fifteen minutes.
It just hovered and made a hum-
ming sound.’’

His friend, Sanchez, 34, con-
firmed the story and added, ‘‘And
then, this landing gear, or door-
way, or whatever it was , revolved

Continued on next page

Rosa Hernandez, a witness to
several sightings lives in Cabo

Rojo and works in Mayaguez. She
said that many of her friends also
saw the strange lights in the sky.

i
B

The area in Rincon where a large

Maria Molina, a housewife from
San German, said she saw a
UFO land in a sugar cane field.
Her husband also saw it. They
both agree that it was no airplane.

UFO landed frightening many of the local
residents. The UFO left several deep holes in the
ground and a bad smell which lingered for days.
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again, in the opposite direction,
and went back inside, as the UFO
itself shot straight up and dis-
appeared.’’

As soon as it was gone, both
said that the automobile engine
turned over quite normally. They
drove to Arroyo, and immediately
reported the incident to the police.

During the next 24 hour period,
Carol and I interviewed 12 more
people: three in Camuy, four in
Celba, and one police officer in
Moca who said he chased a UFO
for ten minutes before it vanished
in a haze of purplish smoke. Each
person’s account corroborated the
other regarding the shape, design
and color.

While driving back to San Juan,
we stopped off at Bayamon, the
island’s third largest city, to see
Alberto Vasquez who is the local
UFO investigator. He also teaches
physics at the university in San
Juan.
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